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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic condition of agricultural
extensionists (3) opinions of agricultural extensionists towards the operations of Rice Farmers
Registration in Surin Province and (3) problems and suggestions of agricultural extensionists towards
the operations of Rice Farmers Registration in Surin Province.

The population in this research was a number of 110 agricultural extensionists attached to the
Agricultural Extension Office, Surin Province who had been assigned to work on rice farmers
registration, the first time of 2012/13. Data was collected from all of them. Instrument was
questionnaire. Data was analyzed by computer program using the following statistics; frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value and maximum value.

Results from the study were as follows. Approximately two-thirds of the agricultural
extensionists were male with the average age at 47.27 years and almost half of them aged over 50
years. Apparoximately three-fourths were married, graduated bachelor degree and held the position of
agricultural extensionist at professional level. Their average experience in rice farmers registration was
3.75 years. Their average number of responsible sub-districts was 1.48 sub-districts. Their average
number of responsible villages was 19.65 villages. Their average humber of responsible households
was 1,803.23 households. Their average income from the government sector was between 30,001-
40,000 baht/month and no extra income from other occupations. (2) Overall opinions of agricultural
extensionists towards the operations of Rice Farmers Registration; they agreed with the operations of
Rice Farmers Registration at high level over 3 aspects, issue of certificate step, community grouping
step and registration application step. They agreed with the issue of certificate step at medium level
with the lowest mean that allowed them to type only one certificate per one plot. As for community
grouping, by forming sub-groups, 5-10 persons/ group, due to limited number of agricultural
extensionists and a large number of farmers under their responsibility, they were therefore unable to
handle in scheduled time which apparently delayed the community grouping. This failed to meet
farmers’ wish to participate in the government’s Rice Farmers Registration Project. While the
registration application step was agreed by agricultural extensionists at medium level with the lowest
mean. To elaborate, farmers who did not have land ownership would not be allowed to register in the
Rice Farmers Registration in 2009/10. (3) Problems and suggestions: the number of personnel to work
in the operations of Rice Farmers Registration was not suitable with agricultural extensionists mission,
poor database program and farmers did not show up to confirm their registration within scheduled time.
It was suggested by agricultural extensionists that personnel allocation should be suitable with area of
responsibility, development of registration database program and clear notification of operation period
and registration site through public relations across the whole area.

Keywords: Opinions, Agricultural Extensionists, Operations of Rice Farmers Registration,
Surin Province
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